Deering High School

Course Requirements

Course: Advanced Placement Computer Science 

Teacher: Jeff Borland
Credits: 2
I. Course Description: 


This course is a college level Introduction to Computer Science class.  The goal of the class is to learn all the material that would be taught in a college CS class and pass the AP test in May 6th.  This class will further define and clarify the concepts that were taught in the Introduction to Programming class this past fall.  Those topics are:

	Objects and classes
	Variables
	Arrays

	Methods
	Conditional statements 
	Loops 



We also will learn new ideas in CS such as:

	Statis vs. Non-static
	Interfaces
	Inheritance

	Recursion
	Arraylist
	



This class will be less programming and much more lecture / discussion than Intro to Programming.  This class is teaching the necessary ideas that will allow you to understand programming and logic.  


Note:  The AP test is difficult.  It is not for the faint at heart or those suffering from senioritis.  We will work extremely hard to master the knowledge that is required for the test.  This class will take a REAL commitment from you and it would be a true accomplishment if you do well.  Besides giving you a huge leg up in college, you will learn relevant material for any career.  However, make sure you are up for the challenge.  

II. Instructional Material:

Text: Addison Wesley – “Java Software Solutions – for AP CS A”, 2007.  You will be given a copy at the beginning of the year, failure to return it will result in a $90 replacement fee.  Yes, $90, get used to it, college books are more. 

III. Homework and Classwork:
Homework is given often and expected to be completed for the next class.  It will be graded based on completion and quality.  You may submit homework up to 2 days late, which will lose half its value.  The only way to get a good grade is to do your homework regularly.   

Your classwork grade is given based on your preparedness (ie pencil, paper everyday), as well as your behavior and attention in class. 

IV. Attendance:

According to school policy, 10 absences during the semester will result in failure for the course. The student who missed homework due to an absence is required to make up all missed work.  Students who have missed class for any reason and need help should make an appointment with the teacher (see Teacher availability VI).


Lateness is unacceptable, and excessive tardies will require a parental meeting.  Also according to school policy each lateness after the third will receive a detention automatically.  Each unexcused absence or lateness will result in deductions from the student’s attendance grade.  
V. Teacher Availability:

If you need help, I am available often.  I am available before and after school everyday except Friday.  I am available 3rd  block in rm 214.  Students should attempt to make an appointment with me during class, or through email.  My address is borlaj@portlandschools.org.  

VI. Quizzes and Tests:

There will be 2 or 3 tests per quarter (approximately every 2-3 weeks).  The test dates will be announced at least one week in advance.  Quizzes will be given regularly (often daily) at the discretion of the teacher.  Tests or quizzes that are missed will be given the day of return from the absence.  

You will be given the opportunity to make up any test (once) at any time (excluding the final) for 90% of the test value.  This must be done outside of class after showing sufficient knowledge of the material.

VII. Grading:

Each quarter, your grade will be based on the formula below:



30% Tests 



25% Quizzes



20% Homework 



20% Project 

5% Classwork


Your final grade depends on the formula below:



50% First quarter grade





35% Second quarter grade



15% Final Project grade


At any time feel free to inquire about your average.  Your best option is to check the class webpage (see below)

VIII. Student Responsibilities:
a. Be on time to class and ready to learn.

b. Be prepared every day, by bringing notebook, pencil or pen, calculator, and textbook if necessary.  
           

c. Students are expected to use appropriate behavior for the classroom (respect, courtesy, and self-control).

IX. Class Webpage:
Our class notes are located at


myonlinegrades.com/apjava http://

If you are absent from school and do not want to fall behind, you can check out the page and see what we did as well as what homeworks are due the next day.

